Overview and Scrutiny Committee
13 JULY 2021

Present:

Councillors: Tony Bevis (Chairman), Brian Donnelly (Vice-Chairman),
Matthew Allen, Martin Boffey, Jonathan Chowen, Frances Haigh,
Nigel Jupp, Bob Platt, Jack Saheid, Jim Sanson, Ian Stannard and
James Wright

Apologies:

Councillors: Billy Greening, Tim Lloyd and Josh Potts

SO/13

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 June 2021 were approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

SO/14

DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest.

SO/15

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman announced that the Director of Community Services would bring
a matter of special urgency to the meeting of Cabinet to be held on 22 July.
This item would be regarding the collection of business waste from West
Sussex schools and due to the short timescale would not be considered by
Overview and Scrutiny first.

SO/16

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL AND EX-CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE
AND ASSETS INTERVIEW
Councillor Clarke was invited to the meeting of the Committee to present and
answer questions based on the Report on the Council’s Finance and
Performance in 2020/21 that had been presented at the previous meeting of
Overview and Scrutiny.
Councillor Clarke clarified various points in the report for Members.
At the request of the Committee, Councillor Clarke provided a breakdown of
grants that could be used to counter the impacts to services caused by the
pandemic.
Members raised concerns that due to the uncertainties present in the MediumTerm Financial Strategy, HDC may not be able to achieve all the carbon neutral
aims within the targeted time frame. Councillor Clarke stated that the Council
would be pragmatic and practical in order to achieve these aims when
considering HDC’s future financial position and that many other Local
Authorities would be in similar positions.
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Members requested that a financial comparison between HDC and other local
authorities be circulated.
The Chairman thanked the Councillor Clarke for attending the meeting and
answering the Committee’s questions
SO/17

URGENT BUSINESS
There was no urgent business.

The meeting closed at 6.18 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm

CHAIRMAN
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