Planning Committee (North)
3 NOVEMBER 2020

Present:

Councillors: Liz Kitchen (Chairman), Karen Burgess (Vice-Chairman),
Matthew Allen, Andrew Baldwin, Toni Bradnum, Alan Britten,
Peter Burgess, Christine Costin, Brian Donnelly, Ruth Fletcher,
Billy Greening, Frances Haigh, Richard Landeryou, Gordon Lindsay,
John Milne, Colin Minto, Christian Mitchell, Godfrey Newman,
Louise Potter, Stuart Ritchie, David Skipp, Ian Stannard, Claire Vickers
and Tricia Youtan

Apologies:

Councillors: Tony Bevis, Roy Cornell, Tony Hogben and
Belinda Walters

PCN/49 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6 October were approved
as a correct record and would be signed by the Chairman at a later date.
PCN/50 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
DC/19/1386: There were no declarations of interest. Councillor Tricia Youtan
stated that she did not have a personal and prejudicial interest because she
was confident that this application would not affect her or her family’s wellbeing
or financial position to a greater extent than any other person in the village.
She stated that she had sought advice from and clarified her position with the
Monitoring Officer prior to the meeting.
PCN/51 ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcements.
PCN/52 APPEALS
The list of appeals lodged, appeals in progress and appeal decisions, as
circulated, was noted.
PCN/53 DC/19/1386 - LAND NORTH OF SLINFOLD CRICKET CLUB, LYONS
ROAD, SLINFOLD
The Head of Development reported that this application sought outline
permission for the erection of up to 24 dwellings, including eight (35%)
affordable units, with access from Lyons Road, landscaping and associated
works. The demolition of the existing cricket pavilion and replacement with new
two-storey cricket pavilion, 25 car parking spaces and ball-stop netting along
the boundary with the cricket club were included in the proposal.
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Matters for consideration under this outline application were the principle of the
development and access, with all other matters reserved for future
determination. Access would be via an existing track, upgraded for vehicular
access with visibility splays and paving.
Since publication of the report, an addendum had been published which
included:
Details of eight further representations received, all objecting to the proposal.
Updated information regarding amended plans to allow the retention of four
trees, including a large oak tree (T41), and planting of trees within the
proposed hedgerow. Because of these amendments, Condition 9 would no
longer be required, and Condition 22 would be revised to include T41.
Advice that West Sussex County Council Highways officers had confirmed
that the bus stop pole on the eastern corner of the access road could be
moved as required as part of the Road Safety Audit process.
A small number of Barbastelle bats that had been observed in the locality,
which was located within a bat sustenance zone. The recommendation in
the report should therefore be amended so that approval of outline
permission was subject to no objection from Natural England.
The application site was located just within the built-up area boundary of
Slinfold, north of Slinfold Cricket Club and included two large agricultural
storage barns with hardstanding, and an area of grass. There were two offices
in converted barns directly north of the site beyond which were open fields, with
fields to the east as well. There were a number of listed buildings in the
adjacent Slinfold Conservation Area to the west.
The Parish Council did not object to the principle of the application, but sought
clarification regarding the access, highway layout and design. There had been
60 representations from 24 households objecting to the application and three
letters from two households in support, as outlined in the report. Since
publication of the report a further eight representations objecting to the proposal
had been received, as outlined in the addendum. Three members of the public
spoke in objection to the application. The applicant’s agent and one member of
the public addressed the Committee in support of the proposal. A
representative of the Parish Council spoke in objection to the proposal.
Members considered the officer’s planning assessment which indicated that the
key issues for consideration in determining the proposal were: the principle of
development; affordable housing and housing mix; the indicative layout, scale
and appearance; heritage impacts; landscape and trees; amenity of
neighbouring residents and future occupants; highways and access; public
rights of way; and ecology.
It was proposed that the application be refused. The motion was seconded.
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Following legal advice, the Chairman invited discussion of the item before the
Committee were asked to vote on the proposal to refuse the application, and
the discussion proceeded.
Members discussed the scale of the proposal and how it related to the
Neighbourhood Plan, in particular with regard to access arrangements and the
indicative housing mix.
There was concern that the access arrangements, including the scale of the
road junction and footways, would have an unacceptably urbanising impact on
Lyons Road. A Member asked the question as to whether the Committee
should consider a deferral of the item, and this was discussed, but no formal
proposal was made.
The motion to refuse the application was put to the Committee and was carried.
RESOLVED
That planning application DC/19/1386 be refused for the following
reasons:
The scale of the proposed access from and on to Lyons Road would result
in an unacceptably hard and urbanising impact on the rural character of
the Lyons Road which is contrary to policy 32 of the Horsham District
Planning Framework and to policy 8 of the Slinfold Neighbourhood Plan.

The meeting closed at 6.50 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm

CHAIRMAN
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